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Double Ditch Indian Village 
was a large earthlodge 
village inhabited by the 
Mandan Indians for nearly 
300 years (AD 1490-1785). 
According to Mandan oral 
history, Double Ditch was 
one of seven to nine 
villages simultaneously 
occupied near the mouth 
of the Heart River. The 
Mandan population in this 
area probably totaled 
10,000 or more during this 
time. The earthlodge 
villages were centers of 
trade between the 
Mandans, their nomadic 
neighbors, and later, 
Euroamerican traders.

This information is courtesy of the 
State Historical Society of ND.
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This beginner route on the 
Missouri River starts at Double 
Ditch Indian Village State Historic 
Site and ends approximately 5.5 
miles south at Kniefel Boat Ramp.
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